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FAO  RECOMMENDATIONS  BEING  ADAPTED 

This  week,  we're  passing -along  to  you  the  "Report  of  the  Special  Meeting 

on  Urgent  Food  Problems"  which  is  the  upshot  in  black-and-white  of  FAO's 

session  here  in  Washington  May  20-27. 

We  call  your  attention  in  particular  to  the  report  of  Committee  II,  on 
"Conservation  ana  Expansion  of  Supplies"  for  1946-47  and  f47-'4S.  (That 
starts  on  page  18  ef  the  report.)    USDA  is  now  in  the  process  of  trying  to 
adapt  those  recommendations,  agreed  upon  by  the  various  countries,  to  our  own 
domestic  programs.    We  emphasize  the  word  "adapt."    As  we  pointed  out  in 
previous  letters,  the  FAO  committee  was  striving  for  something  concrete  in 
terms  of  food-saving,  and  more  food  to  hungry  people.    Yet,  it  recognized  the 
diversity  of  conditions  in  various  countries.     It  did  not  try  to  bind  every 
country  to  rationing,  or  to  a  specific  percentage  on  flour  extraction.  The 
spirit,  in  effect,  was,  "Make  the  saving  and  increase  production  in  the  ways 
most  feasible  in  your  own  country."    So  you  will  not  find  the  identical  list 
of  recommendations'  from  this  report  coming  up  in  U.S.  programs,  but  you  will 
see  a  conscientious  attempt  to  fulfill  the  objectives. 

USDA  announcements  on  orograms  embodying  recommendations  are  due  around 
July  1  including  a  general  indication  on  '47  production  policies ... .The  basic 
wheat  program  was  announced  some  weeks  ago,  of  course,  but  it  may  be  modified 
somewhat . 


HAVE  YOU  RETURNED  CHECK-LIST  AND  QUESTIONNAIRE?-- See  Page  7_. 


REMINDERS  ON  WORLD  MEETS  COMING  UP 


We'll  also  call  your  attention  to  the  two  other  sections  of  the  enclosed 
FAO  report  as  background  on  forthcoming  events: 

Committee  III,  Future  Machinery  

 Recommendations  for  the  formation  of  an  International  Emergency  Food 

Council.     This  is  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  meeting  in 
Washington  June  20 ,  called  "by  the  Combined  Food  Board  (now  comprising 
U.S.,  Canada,  Britain)  to  which  18  other  prospective  members  are 
invited.     (Page  35  °f  report) 


 Recommendations  on  Longer  Term  Machinery.     This  by  way  of  background 

on  the  September  2  FAO  meeting  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  called  to 
draw  up  long-range  organization  and  agricultural  programs. 

WORK  STARTS  ON  19^7  'GOALS 

To  come  back  again  to  U.Sc  farm  production  plans  for  'M7,   State  Production 
Adjustment  Committees  are  being  reconstituted  thi s  week  to  cooperate  with  USDA 
Councils  are  asking  Experiment  Station  Directors  or. other  appropriate 

officials  to  set  up  committees  to  do  the  work  during  July  and  August  and  have 

their  reports  in  Washington  no  later  than  Tuesday,  September  3* • .USDA  has 
pointed  out  that  the -need  for  many  American  farm  products  in  1 1+7  will  be  fully 
as  great  as  in  any  war  years. 

Some  important  dates  in  production  plans  include:  Wheat  and  rye  goals  and 
production  guides  for  winter  vegetables  to  be  announced  on  July  1 .. .Product ion 
goals  and  price  supports  for  winter  cover  crop  seeds,  winter  flaxseed,  dry  peas 
commercial  early  potatoes,  and  sugar  crops  to  be  announced  August  15;  these 
being  announced  earlier  than  usual  to  give  farmers  at  least  preliminary  guidanc 
in  time  to  be  effective  in  their  production  plans. . .National  Outlook  Conference 
in  Washington,  October  J -12. . .Announcement  of  national  goals  and  price  supports 
for  commodities  not  previously  announced,  November  15-. • State  meetings  on  goals 
and  price  supports,  November  15-30. 

USDA  TRAVEL 

Secretary  Anderson  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich..* June  22... to  address  the 

graduating  class. 

Undersecretary  Dodd  at  Kansas  City. . .June  l7...for  Kansas  Wheat 

Improvement  Association  meeting. 

 at  Chicago ♦. .June  18  and  19  for  national  meeting 

of  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  officials. 

.    R.  M.   Salter,  Chief  Bur.  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  &  Agri.  Eng. ..and 

W.  A.  Minor,  assistant  to  Secretary,  at  Hot  Springs,  Virginia. . .June  2k  and 

25  for  first  annual  conference  of  American  Plant  Food  council. 
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FEED  FOR  DEFICIT  AREAS 

Feed  IS  going  to  move  from  Mid-Western  States  to  the  deficit  areas  under 
the  plan  announced  last  Friday  (the  31st)  for  moving  corn,  oats,  and  "barley. 
But  optimism  is  running  too  high  in  some  places  on  the  amount  that  will  move. 
It  will  take  care  of  some  of  the  most  desperate  cases  of  need  where  farmers 
need  feed  to  keep  essential  stock.    But  it  will  run  far  short  of  what  farmers 
in  deficit  areas  would  like  to  have,  or  even  think  they  need.    The  point  is, 
of  course,  that  the  Mid-West  already  has  disposed  of  record  amounts  of  feed. 

LET   'EM  NOT  EAT  SO  HUGE  CAKE 

At  its  meeting  in  Washington  Tuesday,  the  Famine  Emergency  Committee  took 
note  of  the  bread  shortage  in  some  areas,  and  fairly  plentiful  supplies  of 
sweet  goods.     The  committee  recomended: 

Asking  the  public  voluntarily  to  give  up  some  of  the  sweet  foods; 
Contacting  the  baking  industry  and  asking  it  to  put  more  flour  in 
bread  and  less  in  cake ,  etc. 

KEEP  TEE  POTATOES  IIOVING 

What  looks  like  an  all-time  record  crop  of  early  potatoes  running  per- 
haps as  high  as  70  to  75  million  bushels  is  on  the  move.    On  May  29,  2,046 

cars  were  shipped  against  the  previous  daily  high  of  1,514  cars  on  May  15, 

1928  For  the  week  ending  June  1,  10,305  cars  moved. 

The  U.S.  can  use  without  extra  effort  80  to  65  million  bushels  leaving 

10  to  15  million  bushels  that  can  be  of  untold  value  in  filling  the  gap  caused 
by  the  world  shortage  of  cereals  and  other  foods.    USDA's  pamphlet,  "Potatoes 
in  Popular -Ways , "  offers  help  in  encouraging  use  of  potatoes  on  the  dinner 

table  in  place  of  other  foods  Government  will  move  some  into  school  lunches 

and  institutional  uses,  starch,  dehydration,  etc  Remember,  too,  that 

USDA's  price-support  program  requires  growers  and  shippers  to  withhold  culls 
and  low  grades  from  the  food  market  when  it  is  supporting  prices .... .And 

Potatoe  Silage  For  Livestock 
speaking  of  low  grades,  you  might  look  again  at  our  brief  in  last  week's 
letter  of  the  new  USDA  publication  on  making  and  feeding  POTATO  SILAGE.  It's 
on  page  6,  under  New  Publications. 

IN  THE  VICTORY  GARDEN 

Generally  speaking,  the  Victory  Gardening  program  is  moving  along 
successfully  over  the  country. 

With  the  cool,  rainy  spring  in  various  sections,  it  is  an  especially 

good  season  for  late  gardens.    USDA  suggests "pushing  late  gardens  hard  Also, 

the  idea  of  successive  plantings— of  keeping  the  garden  full  as  long  as 
possible. 


Home  food  preservation  is  also  being  pushed  hard  the  next  couple  of 

weeks  with  a  fact  sheet  on  home  food  preservation  enclosed,  and  another  on 

community  food  preservation  due  soon. 
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ANDERSON  ON  WOBLD  FOOD  COOPERATION 

At  Altantic  City  this  week,  Secretary  Anderson  (in  his  dual  role  as 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  Chairman  of  the  U.S.  FAO  Committee)  warned  the 
Rotary  International  Convention  of: 

"....present  signs  of  a  general  movement  in  the  direction  of  self- 
sufficiency  in  importing  countries" ... .and  "exporting  countries  ... 
supporting  prices  (with)  commitments  to  continue  to  do  so  in  the 
expectation  that  when  the  extraordinary  needs  of  the  present  for  food  >- 
are  met,  production  will  be  at  too  high  a  level  and  prices  will  collapse," 

Commenting  on  the  friction  ahead  unless  nations  cooperate  to  get  the 
largest  possible  increase  in  consumption,  and  expansion  of  world  trade, 
Anderson  said,  "short-sighted  policies  by  nations,  acting  by  themselves,  with- 
out thought  of  tho  welfare  of  the  rest  of  the  world  helped  set  the  stage  for 
the  final  paradox  of  war .Looking  for  correctives  and  alternatives,  the 
Secretary  cited  the  cooperation  between  U.S.  and  other  nations  during  the  war 
os  an  example  of  how  all  gain  when  we  act  together ... .asked  if  we  must  always 
wait  for  war  to  lift  farmers  from  debt,  and  to  lift  standards  of  nutrition  so 

everyone  can  know  the  taste  of  meat  and  milk  expressed  the  conviction  that 

we  now  have  in  the  world  the  essentials  to  achieve  Freedom  fromVJant. 

In  the  new  FAO ,  Anderson  saw  the  "Beginnings  of  international  machinery... 
to  bring  about  common  policies  and  actions  among  nations  on  food  matters. .. .to 
lift  the  curse  that  has  kept  two-thirds  of  the  world's  people  underfed." 
Speaking  of  plans  to  develop  less-advanced  countries,  Anderson  said  that  "From 
a  strictly  business  point  of  view,  production  and  markets  can  be  expanded  only 
if  those  who  are  now  inefficient  and  underfed  are  enabled  to  do  their  full 
share  of  producing  and  consuming.    They  represent  the  greatest  untapped  markets 
in  the  world."    And  he  pointed  to  FAO's  role  in  dealing  with  possible  surpluses, 
and  helping  extend  systems  like  our  county  agent  and  Land  Grant  College 
systems  to  other  lands. 

OUTLOOK  FOR  PEACH  CONTAINERS 

The  10  early  peach  States  (including  Tex.,  Ark.,  Ala.,  Ga.  ,  N.C.,  S.C.) 
are  expected  to  have  almost  enough  bushel  and  half -bushel  peach  baskets;  well 
informed  suppliers  and  shippers  look  for  few  if  any  shortages ..... .However , 

heavy  shipments  of  baskets  from  the  North  to  South  may  cause  serious  duficits 
in  such  States  as  Pa.,  N.J. ,  N.Y. ,  and  especially  Mich. — unless  get  full 

cooperation  of  Southern  mills  Colo,  and  Utah  appear  well  supplied  with 

baskets  but  are  short  on  boxes.     Shortage  of  boxes  and  4-basket  crates  in  Calif, 
seems  almost  certain. 

4-H  CLUB  CAMP  DELEGATE  REPORTS 

You  may  want  to  get  in  touch  with  State  Extension  to  arrange  for  reports 
from  4-H  Club  delegates  when  they  return  from  the  Nation  4-H  Camp  in  Washington, 
June  11-18. 
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AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  DEVELOPMENTS 

Better  Me at -Type  Chickens 

Starting  July  29  in  Connecticut,  and  running  into  November  in  other 
States,  about  30  States  will  have  exhibits  of  chickens  entered  in  a  national 
contest  to  find  better  meat-type  birds.    Several  other  States  will  announce 
contests  this  fall. 

This  is  a  little  background  on  the  project  for  your  information: 

The  main  emphasis  in  poultry  breeding  in  this  country  has  been  on 
developing  high  egg-laying  strains.    Even  the  100-million-bird  broiler 

industry  on  the  Eastern  Shore  is  an  off -shoot  of  the  egg  business  A  year 

or  so  ago,  the  man  in  charge  of  poultry  buying  for  the  A  &  P  stores  suggested 
more  emphasis  on  breeding  for  meat  qualities.    He  cited  as  an  example  of  the 
possibilities  USDA's  development  (through  18  years'  research)  of  the  small, 

family-size,  broad-breasted  turkey  The  upshot  has  been  the  project 

sponsored  by  A  &P,  and  now  known  as  "Chicken  of  Tomorrow.'"    The  directing 
Committee  includes  representatives  of  poultry  organizations,  trade  groups, 
USDA,  etc.     It  is  conducting  a  contest  to  encourage  breeding  and  production 
of  superior  type  meat  birds.    During  T46  there  are  preliminary  State  contests 
 in  f47,  preliminary  regional  contests  to  prepare  for  the  finals  in  '48. 

The  aim  is  to  encourage  the  development  of  chickens  with  a  higher  per- 
centage of  meat  to  bone,  and  of  the  more  desirable  cuts.    Committee  members 
say  this  may  come  through  finding  existing  superior  meat  types,  cross-breeding, 
or  developing  a  new  breed. 

This  project  is  expected  to  focus  attention  on  meat  quality  in  chickens. 
USDA  reports  increased  demand  this  year  for  eggs  from  a  meat  strain  it  has 
been  developing.     This  strain  included  a  cross  of  Sussex  for  long  breast, 
Wyandotte  for  breast  quality,  and  Rhode  Island  Red  for  color. of  skin  that 
U.S.  consumers  currently  want. 

Research  Achievement  Sheets 

No .  57 — "Hot -Water  Treatment  of  Sugarcane  Stimulates  Plants  and  Controls  Pests" 

 increased  yields  in  tests  by  3  to  4  tons  an  acre.    Research  cost  $15,000.... 

estimated  that  worth  $2  million  a  year  in  preventing  disease  and  in 
stimulating  crops. 

No.  58 — "Eall  Planting  of  Sugarcane  Increases  Sugar  Production"  Resulted  from 

USDA  crosses  to  get  varieties  more  resistant  to  disease  and  cold.  Research 
cost  about  $25 ,000. . .  .est  imated  worth  $1-|-  million  a  year  in  increased  sugar 
production,  and  $150,000  in  labor  saving. 

No.  59 — "Sugarcane  Industry  Restored  by  Disease  Re  search  and  Breeding"  

Mosaic  cut  production  from  20-year  average  of  280,000  tons  to  47,000  in  1926 
....USDA's  discovery  of  infectious  nature  of  disease,  and  development  of 
resistant  strains,  has  brought  production  back  up  to  400  to  50C  thousand  tons 
over  last  10  years  from  about  same  acreage  as  required  for  the  280,000  tons 
before  1926 ... .Research  cost  about  $700,000. .. .estimated  that  revival  of  cane 
sugar  industry  salvaged  about  $150  million  worth  of  equipment  otherwise  useless 
 and  adds  $5  million  a  year  in  increased  production. 
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BAE  SITUATION  REPORTS 

Fats  and  Oils  Situation 

This  is  the  prospect  for  fats  and  oils  in  19^6  compared  with  ' U5; 

Butter. ...  Substantial  decline  in  production,  with  further  decline 
in  amounts  available  to  civilians.. 

Other  Food  Fat s. . .About  same  amount  for  civilians. 

Drying  oils  About  hO°/o  more  for  civilians  if  manufacturers'  quotas 

maintained  at  present  levels. 

Soap  fats  &  oils. .. Slightly  less  for  soap-making  if  present  quotas 

continued,  and  considerably  smaller  civilian  soap 
supply  per  person  because  of  increase  in  civilian 
population. 

In  'H6,  U.  S.   is  allocat ing  to  foreign  countries  slightly  less  than  a 

billion  pounds  of  fats  with  lard  making  up  two- thirds  of  the  total.     'This  is 

a  further  drop  from  the  1.1  billion  last  year,  and  the  1.6  in  1  U3  and:  ' UU...But. 
in  spite  of  increased  domestic  production  of  lard  and  grease,  and  a  moderate 
increase  in  linseed  oil  from  the  U.   S.  flaxseed  crop,  dome  sti  c  production  of 
fats  and  oils  is  expected  to  drop  somewhat.     The  drop  is  due  to  the  substantial 

decline  in  butter  and  less  cottonseed  oil  because  of  the  25^  reduction  in 

last  year's  cotton  crop... Along  with  smaller  domestic  production,  import s  are 
expected  to  c;rop  below  last  year's  902  million  pounds,  which  compared  with 
pre-war  imports  of  about  2  billion  pounds.     The  main  drop  in  imports  will  be  in 
sunflower  and  other  edible  vegetable  oils  and  in  animal  fats,  mainly  tallow. 
Nearly  all  'U6  world  exports  of  these  fats  is  going  to  Europe.  Increased 
copra  imports  from  the  Philippines  will  be  partly  offset  by  decreases  in  oil 
imports  from  other  countries. 

Recent  developments  point  to  a  further  decline  in  domestic  output  of  fats 
and  oils  in  'H7.     These  include  livestock- feed  price  relationships  that  may 
reduce  lard,  tallow,  and  grease  production  in  1 U7 ,  and  possible  smaller  soybean 
and  flaxseed  crops  this  year  than  last  that  will  show  up  in  less  oil  in  '^7. 
(Report  released  S/^/kG) 

Cotton  Situation  (April-May) 

The  final  estimate  for  the  I9H5  U.S.  cotton  crop  is  9,015,000  hales  the 

smallest  since  1921  when  the  boll  weevil  made  big  inroads  on  the  crop.  .  .  vTith 
the  cotton  used  in  March  setting  an  all-time  high,   it  looks  as  if  U.S.  would  us 
in  year  ending  July  31,    '^6  about  9*1  million  bales .. .Meanwhile ,  after  hitting 
a  high  of  2oo 03^*    on  April  6,  the  price  dropped  to  27.65  on  nay  27.  This 
compares  with  an  April  15  parity  price  on  which  ' U6  government  loan  rate  is 
based  would  be  22.32^. 

With  the  crop  small,  and  consumption  high,  August  1,   '^6  carry-over  is 

estimated  at  7*5  million  bales  lowest  since  1937 • • -^d th  possibly  still  lower 

carry-over  August  1,    '1+7...U.  S.  exports  for  the  '  U5-U6"  season  of  3-5'  million 
bales  would  represent  UU$  of  the  total  international  trade  in  cotton,  as  again? 
our  average  of  k2.fo  in  1935-39- 

*  Middling  lR/16-incn  cotton  at  10  spot  markets- 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

Baker  Leaves  Radio  Service 

Big  news  of  the  week  "among  ourselves",  so  far  as  our  own  shop  is  con- 
cerned         In  fact,  we  might  say,  big  surprise  of  the  week,  is  John  Baker's 

decision  to  leave  Radio.  Service,  USDA,  and  Government  for  a  fling  at  private 
enterprise.    The  word  "enterprise"  is  used  judiciously  here  because  John  is 
starting  from  scratch.    He's  going  with  the  Nation  County  Agent  Syndicate,  a 
new  concern,  to  start  a  farm  script  service  for  radio  stations,  covering  things 

agriculturally  here  in  Washington  and  over  the  country,  with  emphasis  on 

farmer  experience  stories.    He  will  be  associated  with  Samuel  Yeitch,  publisher 
of  the  National  County  Agent  Magazine.    John  will  be  around  until  July  12. 
So  we'll  look  for  his  farewells  at  a  later  time.     (Also  announcement,  of  his 
successor. ) 

With  John  goes  the  person  who  helps  give  continuity  to  an  organization  and 
carry  along  basic  operations:    Mrs.  Leona  McHalo ,  chief  secretary  for  Radio 
Service  for  some  8  or  9  years.     She's  had  a  great  deal  more  to  do  than  you 
realize  with  the  service  you've  gotten  out  of  the  Radio  Service. 

If  that  isn't  enough,  as  soon  as  this  issue  of  RID  letter  is  put  to  bed, 
we  say  sad  farewells  to  Mrs.  Juanita  Marshall  who,  of  late,  has  put  this  letter 
in  shape  for  mimeographing.    She's  off  to  Oklahoma  to  join  her  husband,  late 
of  the  U.S.  Marines. 

Now  190  RFD's  On  Our  List 


In  bringing  our  mailing  list  of  RFD's  up  to  date  yesterday,  we  find  we 
now  carry  190  who,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  are  bona  fide  RFD's.  (That 
includes  just  the  RFD's  on  commercial  radio  stations;  we  have  a  separate  list 
for  directors  of  college  stations,  and  miscellaneous  individuals.) 

The  RFD's  on  this  list  range  all  the  way  from  those  giving  part  time  tc 
broadcasting  to  those  on  stations  with  1  or  several  persons  working  full  time 
on  the  production  end  of  a  farm  program.    We've  tried  to  exclude  from  this 
particular  list  (the  list  which  gets  this  letter) ,  stations  where  someone 
merely  voices  wire  newscasts,  markets,  and  weather.     So,  according  to  our  best 
judgment  and  guesses,  we  carry  190  RFD's  who  are  actually  doing  some  local 
programming  and  production  on  a  regular  farm  broadcast.    That  represents,  of 
course,  a  great  increase  in  recent  months. 

Your  Check  List  And  Questionnaire? 


We  still  haven't  received  from  a  number  of  the  RFD's  the  check-lists  and 
questionnaires  we  sent  out  recently.    As  much  as  we  hate  to  worry  you,  we're 
bound  by  law  to  clear  our  mailing  lists  each  year  of  those  not  specifically 

requesting  various  materials  We  might  add  that  the  questionnaires  are 

proving  useful  in  ways  that  we  hope  are  to  our  mutual  benefit.    To  cite  one 
point,  the  information  on  the  number,  and  operations,  of  RFD's  carry  great 
eight  in  considering  funds  and  man-power  devoted  to  various  radio  outlets. 
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USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 

FEC  Calls  for  Consumer  Cooperation  on  Wheat  with  full  effect  of  Government 's 

wheat  procurement  program  to  be  felt  by  consumers  in  next  2  months.  Demand 
will  exceed  supplies.  Substitute  potatoes  and  vegetables  for  part  of  xvheat 
products.    Don't  hoard.  (6/5/46) 

Cattle  and  Calf  Slaughter  Quotas  in  Federally- Inspected  Plants  Reduced  

from  100  to  85$  of  base  period. « .because  of  smaller  volume  of  cattle  and  calves 
going  to  market.  (6/3/46) 

USDA  Issues  New  Canned  Meat  Provisions  to  Get  More  for  Fore ign  Relief  

requiring  Federally-inspected  slaughterers  and  canners  who  can  for  civilians 
to  set  aside  60$  of  week's  total  output.  (6/5/46) 

Meat  Production  Under  Federal  Inspection  for  Week  Ended  June  1_  Totaled  

190  million  pounds... 22$  below  corresponding  week  in  '45  Cattle  and 

calves  46$  below  a  year  ago  sheep  and  lambs  40$  below  hogs  14$  above  year 

ago  but  36$  below  '44. 

USDA  Announces  Further  Changes  in  Set-Aside  Regulat ions  on  Beef  to  facilitate 

procurement  for  foreign  relief,  and  to  make  specific  the  set-aside  and  delivery 
requirements  which  slaughterers  must  meet.  (5/31/46) 

FSA  Loans  to  Veterans  Soar  with  5,400  loans  to  buy  farm  operating  equipment 

or  family  farms  during  March  and  April.     That  is  nearly  a  third  of  total  number 

agency  has  approved  in  past  2  years  More  that  16,000  veterans  have  various 

types  of  FSA  help.  (6/5/46) 

USDA  Will  'Loan  Wheat  to  Mills  in  Consumer  Hardship  Cases  out  of  wheat  bought 

under  bonus  plan.     Loan  is  possible  as  result  of  purchases  through  May  25  of 
81,280,016  bushels,  with  possibility  that  later  reports  may  increase  total. 
(6/3/46) 

Grain  Exports  in  May  Totaled  Nearly  600,000  Tons  with  exports  last  11  days 

running  363,000.    Projected  total  reduced  by  rail  strike  and  floods. . .Exports 

of  more  than  1,500,000  tons  scheduled  for  June  which  would  bring  U.S.  exports 

of  grain  and  grain  products  for  January  1-June  30  to  more  than  5,400,000  tons 
(about  200  million  bushels).    Added  to  shipments  during  last  6  months  of  '45, 
would  run  total  exports  for  marketing  year  to  nearly  400  million  bushels. 
(6/6/46). 

USDA  Announces  Revised  Set-Aside  On  Pork ,  Pork  Products ,  Veal  to  facilitate 

purchase  of  meat  for  foreign  relief.  (6/7/45) 

§  #  # 
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FAMINE  CAMPAIGN  SIDELIGHTS 

As  Americans  talk  at  length  about  their  own  food  supplies  and  diets, 
hunger  still  haunts  mu2h  of  Europe. 

Late  reports  from  Europe  tell  us  that  much  of  the  Polish  1946  grain 
harvested  this  fall  will  have  to  be  used  for  fall  planting.    Even  so,  seed 
deficits  are  estimated  at  250,000  tons  for  the  autumn  period.    The  grain 
shortage  for  use  as  bread  cereal  is  even  more  serious.    Heavy  grain  imports 
will  be  needed  through  the  rest  of  f46.    Best  available  information  is  that 
the  current  caloric  rate  for  the  non-food-producers  is  1,300  calories  and  is  ; 
steadily  dropping. .  .In  "Vienna,   (since  February)  only  a  fraction  of  the 
children  have  had  a  slice  of  bread  before  leaving  for  school,  so  the  half- 
liter  of  soup  distributed  as  a  school  meal  is  often  their  first  food  of  the 
day.    Many  children  are  able  to  follow  the  lesson  only  during  the, first  half- 
hour  in  the  morning  and  during  one  or  two  hours  after  the  school  meal.  The 
Austrian  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  on  May  20  that  Austrian  crops, 
even  under  favorable  weather  conditions,  would  not  supply  more  than  60  percent 
of  the  country* s  essential  food  needs.    A  severe  drought  in  the  eastern 
provinces  has  ruined  nearly  90  percent  of  the  expected  grain  harvest. 

Meanwhile,  European  sections  report  generally  satisfactory  crop  conditions. 
Early  prospects  are  above  1945  production  but  still  below  prewar  averages. 
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FARM  LABOR:     SO  FAR  SO  GOOD 

Generally  speaking,  the  season  has  started  off  auspiciously,  so  far  as 
farm  labor  is  concerned. 

Berry-picking  has  progressed  so  far  without  trouble  with  the  trouble 

season  about  over. 

Wheat  harvest  is  the  next  big  job  (already  underway)  with  prospects  of 
enough  men,  machinery,  trucks  to  carry  right  on  up  through  to  Canada. 

This  favorable  situation  reflects  in  part  a  movement  of  labor  back  to  the 
farm  a  movement  led  by  veterans.     It  started  on  the  West  Coast,  moved  East- 
ward, and  now  is  being  felt  in  most  sections,  including  Nov;  England. ..  .Also 
contributing  is  a  heavy  movement  of  migrants  from  the  South  up  the  East  Coast, 

and  out  of  Texas  up  into  sugar  beet,  vegetable,  and  other  farming  regions  

And  there  are  a  good  many  women  helping  out  again  this  year.... Not  to  mention 

the  large  number  of  boys  and  girls  including  a  good  many  16-and  17-year-olds 

with  2  or  3  years  of  experience  in  farm  work. 

As  an  example  of  what  the  youngsters  are  doing,  Iowa  has  30  thousand 
boys  and  girls  lined  up  to  detassel  seed  corn. . .reports  they  are  the  most 
satisfactory  help  they've  had  for  this  job.     In  some  other  places,  out-of- 
state  help  is  still  imported  for  this  work. 

NOTE:    USDA  farm  labor  specialists  say  there  is  some  reversal  of 

the  movement  of  workers  to  farm  because  of  strikes  and  other 
factors  earlier  in  the  season;  some  of  these  workers  are 
returning  to  industry.     They  caution  farmers  in  States  such 
as  Oregon,  Washington,  California,  New  York,  Michigan,  and 
elsewhere,  against  a  possible  labor  pinch  in  August  and 
September  and  to  prepare  accordingly. 

THE  FIGURES  ON  FARM  LABOR" 

To  look  at  the  farm  labor  situation  a  little  more  satistically ,  we  give 
you  a  few  figures  from  BAS's  Farm  Labor  Report,  out  June  12. 

On  June  1_,    4ffo  more  persons  working  on  farms  than  a  year  earlier,  con- 
tinuing the  trend  of  the  previous  2  months.    Brought  total  of  family  and  hired 
workers  to  11,422,000. 

Hired  workers  were  up  4$  for  the  nation  over  a  year  earlier  with  East 

South  Central  up  16%,  Pacific  Coast  up  10$,  and  West  North  Central  9%  and 

with  South  and  Middle  Atlantic  States  down  4$  and  1%  respectively.    But  hired 
workers  for  the  country  as  a  whole  were  still  20$  below  prewar. 

Family  workers  averaged  4$  higher  for  the  nation  than  a  year  earlier, 
with  greatest  increases  in  the  South  Central  and  Mountain  States. .. .The  North 
about  the  same  as  June  1  prewar  average . .  .and  the  South  10$  and  Pacific 
Coast  3%  lower  than  prexvar. 


HHAT  THE  CROP  REPORT  MEANS 


The  June  10  crop  report  out  this  week  was  a  kin*  of  interim  report  

with  judgments  on  crops  in  general  held  in  abeyance  until  the  next  report  on 
July  10.    But  a  few  comments  are  in  order. 

Even  with  32  million  more  bushels  of  wheat  in  sight  than  a  month  earlier  

and  prospects  of  another  billion-bushel  crop  the  June  10  report  does  not 

materially  change  the  wheat  program  announced  a  few  weeks  ago.    Those  plans- 
were  formulated  on  the  basis  of  a  billion-bushel  crop  A  billion  bushels 

should  permit  exports  of  250  millic*.  bushels  (as  planned),  but,  of  course, 
well  below  our  all-time  record  of  400  million  bushels  this  year,  and  less  than 

what  foreign  countries  would  like  to  have  That  would  still  leave  us  enough 

wheat  for  home  use,  on  the  basis  of  continuation  of  the  15$  reduction  in 
milling,  and  other  steps  to  save  "//heat. 

As  to  feed,  corn  holds  the  key  to  the  whole  feed  situation.    And  on 

June  1,  it  still  was  too  early  to  forecast  on  corn  If  farmers  plant 

something  near  the  goal  on  corn,  there  should  be  enough  feed  to  keep  live- 
stock production  at  a  fairly  high  level;  farmers  probably  wouldn't  have  to 

cut  production  more  than  indicated  by  goals  The  pinch  on  feed,  and  the 

action  to  raise  corn  prices,  are  expected  to  cause  farmers  to  plant  more 
corn  than  indicated  in  the  Inarch  intentions  report. 

Among  the  other  feed  grains,  the  prospect  is  for  the  second  largest  oat 
crop  on  record.... a  little  under  last  year's  record  crop.... out  nearly  a  third 

bigger  than  the  previous  10-year  average  But  the  large  oat  acreage  is 

partly  offset  by  prospective  failure  to  reach  the  14$  increase  in  the  barley 
goal  (only  1%  more  in  sight )... .and  prospects  of  the  smallest  rye  acreage  in 
recent  years  (not  more  than  half  the  10-year  average). 

The  emphasis  is  still  on  doing  everything  possible  to  improve  meadows 
and  pastures  to  help  relieve  the  tight  feed  situation. 

FARM  SAFETY  WEEK  JULY  21-27 

The  1946-47  drive  against  death  and  disability  from  accidents  on  farms 
will  be  spearheaded  by  a  week  of  all-out  campaigning  during  National  Farm 
Safety  Week,  July  21-27. 

Secretary  Anderson  said  of  the  drive: 

"Farming  ia.  a  dangerous  business. ..  .there  are  more  accident  victims  in 
farming  than  rt^Xny  other  occupation!    And  now  that  more  people  are  again. 
back  on  farms,  the  accident  rate  will  almost  certainly  rise.... This  year, 
the  observance  Df  National  Farm  Safety  Week  is  more  deserving  of  support 
than  ever  before.    Today,  it  is  essential  that  the  farmers  of  America  achieve 
the  highest  possible  food  production  to  relieve  suffering  in  war-ravaged 
countries. .. .Every  farm  accident  means  less  food  for  the  starving,  less  food 
for  us.    Farm  accidents  must  be  reduced!" 


The  campaign  includes  network  shows  and  spots  on  various  angles  of  farm  and 
farm  home  safety.    You  will  get  script  copy  through  your  State  extension  editor. 

If  you'd  Like  participants  for  farm  safety  shows,  call  on  USDA,  National 
Safety  Council,  National  Fire  Protection  Association,  Farm  Equipment  Institute, 
Farm  Bureau,  Farm  Cooperatives,  Farmers'  Union  or  other  organizations. 

Fact  sheet  enclosed. 


r 
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ANDERSON:      Soils  and  Nations 

In  talking  with  Kiwanis  International  at  Atlantic  City  this  week, 
Secretary  Anderson  said  that: 

"...wherever  man  has  gone  he  has  destroyed  many  of  the  resources  that 
^he  earth  provided  ; —  in  some  areas  to  such  an  extent  that  civilization 
has  fallen;  in  other  areas  tri  such  an  extent  that  human  life  has  "been 
degraded  and  opportunity  suppressed  for  thousands  of  years." 

Discussing  the  previous  pattern  of  destroy  resources. . .move  on,.. conquer 

new  resources.  Anderson  pointed  out  that  there  are  now  limit's  to  the  new  * 

worlds  to  conquer.      He  said  the  world  still  has  enough  good  soil  resources 
left  to  provide  everyone  a  good  living.    But  we  .dare  not  use  them  destructively. 

Lest  Americans  assume  false  superiority  toward  the  soils  management  of 
pther  civilizations,  Anderson  explained  that,  "It  -was  not  until  our  technology 
advanced  to  a  high  degree  that  we  began  really  wholesale  .destruction  of  soil 
in  this  country.      In  the  first  third  of  this  CBntury,  we  ruined  or  nearly 
ruined  a  million  acres  of  cropland  per  year."      We  covered  up  our  losses  as 
"our  machines  released  50  million  acres  of  cropland"  formerly  used  to  "feed  1 
horses  and  mules.*    Improved  crops  and  practices  increased  yields  in  spite' 
of  loss  of  soil  fertility.      We  inust  not  allow  technology  to  "blind  our  eyes 
to  the  needs  of  the  soil."  .  - 

,         ,     ...  .  .  '  J?! 

Taking  note  of  similar  destruction  .of  forest  resources,  the  Secretary  i 
reported  that:  '  i 

"Each  year  during  the  war  several  large  mills  had  to  shut  down  b ecause 
the  timber  supply  available  to  them  was  exhausted.      In  California  25 
mills,  cutting  650  million  board  feet  a  year,  are  expected  to  stay  in 
"business  not  more  than  7  years.      In  Qregon  and  Washington  half  of  the 
"  sawmiils,  pulp,  shingle,  veneer,  and  other  log-using  plants,  representing 
30  percent  of  the  production  of  that  region,  have  private  timber  in 
sight  for  not  more  than  5  years  of  operation.      The    cannot  all  obtain 
public  timber  to  keep  going"  .  1  We  are  "using  our  timber"  faster  than 
we're  producing  it.      We  need  to  'increase  the  nation's  present  annual 
timber  growth  "by  about  one-half.'" 

•Anderson  pointed  t^  the  prospects  for  greater  future  domestic  demand  for 
food:      increasing  population,  greater  percentage  of  population  in  cities, 
demand  for  more  food  per  person.    He  said,  "We  have  learned  that  we  car- 
produce  what  we  need  and  do  it  safely  if  we  use  modern  conservation  farming 
methods."      During  the  war,  many  farmers  demonstrated  tha£  can  raise  more  corn, 

with  less  power,  by  farming  on  the  contour  as  soon  as  the  food  emergency 

is  over,  we  must  make  adjustments  where,  during  the  war,  we  upset  rotation, 
harvested  green  manure  crops,  plowed  up  too  much  grass,  etc. 

*N0TE:     On  other  occasions,  Anderson  and  other  USDA  officials  have 
stressed  the  conservation  problem  as  petroleum  supplies 
dwindle  and  the  nation  again  turns  to  those  acres'  for 
power  —  not  as  horse  feed  "but  as  alcohol  for  motor  fuel. 
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among  OURSELVES 

Reactions  to  Washington  Meet ing 

"Votes"7  are  beginning  to  drift  in  on  the  ifiea  dropped  in  our  May  17 
letter  about  the  possibility  of  a  joint  session  here  in  Washington  with  the 
farm  paper  editors  just  ahead  of  next  year's  Radio  Institute  at  Columbus. 

"Hal"  Totten  of  WG3S  (Chicago)  and  Homer  Martz  of  KDKA  (Pittsburgh) 
voiced  a  yea  here  in  our  office  yesterday.    Homer  said  he  had  been  waiting  foi 
some  of  the  RED's  a  little  further  removed  from  Washingt on  to  speak  up  first 

inasmuch  as  they  would  have  farther  to  travel  Bill  Drips  of  NBC  also 

"voted"  affirmatively  here  in  the  office  this  morning.     In  fact,  Bill  says 
that  when  he  made  the  rounds  of  the  Beltsville  Research  Center  with  the  farm 
paper  editors  a  few  weeks  ago,  he  wished  the  RED's  could  have  been  on  hand. 
He  also  thinks  it's  a  good  idea  for  the  RED's  and  farm  paper  editors  to  rub 
e  lb  ows . 

We've  had  one  or  two  other  favorable  reactions  by  letter. 

Our  tentative  thought  was  that  the  RED's  might  meet  here  in  Washington, 

say,  a  couple  of  days  prior  to  the  Columbus  meeting  and  those  who  are 

interested  go  direct  from  Washington  to  Columbus.    The  idea  is  to  make  one 
trip  away  from  home  cover  both  affairs. 

Columbus  Institute  May  2_  to_  5_ 

 Which  brings  us  to  the  announcement  this  week  from  Keith  Tyler  of  Ohio 

State  University  of  tentative  dates  for  the  1947  Institute  for  Education  by 
Radio  at  Columbus: 

May  _2  _to  5_  Friday  through  Monday.       •    •  •  • 

Assuming  those  dates  stick,  that  would  mean  having  the  RED  session  here 
in  Washington  possibly  April  30  and  May  1. 

Broadcasts  from  4-H  Camp 

The  first  post-war  National  4-H  camp  now  in  session  here  in  Washington  is 
being  well-covered  by  radio. 

Bill  Zipf ,  extension  radio  editor  at  Ohio  State  University,  has  been  here 
all  week  arranging  for  transcribed  reports  by  delegates  for  the  folks  back 
home.    We've  had  about  25  orders  from  RED's.    Also  four  from  State  Extension 
Services. 

Hal  Totten  of  WGN  and  Homer  Martz  of  KDKA  are  in  town  handling  their  own 
transcriptions  of  the  club  members,  and  home  town  boy  Tom  Noone ,  of  WRC, 
recorded  interviews  of  Virginia  and  Mary lend  delegations. 

In  addition,  "Gil"  Kingsbur;/-,  Washington  representative  for  Crosley  is 
using  4-H  delegates  in  the  weekly  farm  show  fed  by  wire  from  Washington  to  WLW 
in  Cincinnati. 


And  4-H  delegates  are  being  used  on  ABC's  "American  Earner",  CBS's 
"Country  Journal,"  NBC's  "Farm  and  Home  Hour,"  and  Mississippi  Valley  Network's 
"Town  and  Country  Time." 


TJSDA  PRESS  BRIEFS 


USDA  Announces  1946  Loan  Programs  on  Grains  with  national  average  of  $1.46 

bushel  on  farm  loan  basis  for  wheat ,  compared  with  $1.38  last  year  53^ 

bushel  for  oats,  with  provision  that  oats  grown  in  Ala.,  Ark.,  Fla.,  Ga. , 
La.,  Miss.,  Okla. j  S.C. ,  and  Texas  also  may  be  sold  in  carload  lots  on  track 
to  CCC....loan  for  farm-stored  grain  sorghums  of  No.  2  or  better  varying 
from  $1.67  to  $2.21  a  cwt.  by  specified  counties  and  States. .and  barley 
loans  of  78c'  to  $1  a  bushel  by  specified  counties  and  States  on  farm-stored 
barley  of  No.  1  grade,  and  rates  of  93^  t©  $1.08  a  bushel  on  terminal -stored. 
(Releases  of  6/11  and  6/12/46) 

Beef  Cattle  Feeder  Subsidy  Ends  June  50,  1946 .  Applications  for  payments 

must  be  filed  with  county  agricultural  conservation  offices  by  August  31. 
(6/14/46) 

USDA  Tightens  Controls  Over  Bartering  of  Protein  Meal  and  Soybeans  to  keep 

products  moving  in  normal  trade  channels.     (6/10/46 ) 

Meat  Production  Under  Federal  Inspection  Week  Ended  June  8_  10$  above  pre- 
ceding week,  but  27$  below  corresponding  week  last  year.    Compared  with 
corresponding  week  year  ago:    cattle,  48$  lower. .  .calves,  25$  loxver. . .  sheep 
and  lambs,  30$  lower. . .hogs,  1$  higher.  (6/11/46) 

Flue -Cured  Tobacco  Referendum  for  '47  Crop  Scheduled  July  12. 

Japanese  Beetle  Q,uarant ine  Restrictions  in  Northeast  Effective  in  some 

areas  June  10,  elsewhere  June  2A.     ( 6/11/46 ) 

^Burned  Timber  Builds  No  Homes"  Is  1947  Forest  Fire  Prevention  Slogan.   ( 5/12/46 ) 

Joint  China-U.S.  and  Philippine -U.S.  Agricultural  Missions  to  leave  Junr  « 

20  and  27  respectively"     ( 6/12/46 ) 

§§§ 
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TENTATIVE  FOOD  PICTURE  FOR   '46 -'47 


This  week,  USDA  raised  the  curtain  on  the  tentative  picture  of  food 
supplies  for  1946-47:    what  the  military  will  need,  the  needs  for  world  relief, 
what  U.S.  civilians  will  have.    The  preview  was  given  now  with  the  specific 
aim  of  providing  a  basis  for  discussions  of  Federal  and  State  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration  officials  in  their  meeting  the  early  part  of  the  week 
at  Chicago,     It  was  intended  to  give  farmers,  food  distributors,  and  foreign 
countries  background  for  making  their  1946-47  plans. 

Over-all,  U.S.  civilians  are  expected  to  continue  to  eat  well  considerably 

better  than  pre-war. 

Foods  fall  into  three  groups  on  the  basis  of  amounts  available  to  U.S. 
civilians  during  the  next  12  months  compared  with  1945-46:    More:  -  canned 
fruits  and  fruit  juices,  and  canned  vegetables  and  vegetable  juices.  About 
Same  Amount :     fats  and  oils  and  dry  beans.     (Also  during  the  next  6  months, 
civilians  may  expect  about  same  amounts  of  cheese,  canned  milk,  and  dried  milk 
as  in  last  half  of  '45)    Less:     Slightly  smaller  amounts  of  meats,  poultry  and 
eggs,  wheat  products,  dried  fruits  and  dry  peas. 

Of  course,  the  picture  will  change  somewhat  as  the  season  advances.  For 
example,  this  week's  special  report  on  wheat  showed  a  gain  of  another  7  million 

bushels  in  wheat  prospects  since  June  1  making  a  total  of  1,033  million 

bushels  as  of  June  14.... On  the  other  hand  the  June  21  pig  report  shows  a 
downward  trend  in  hog  numbers  and  hog  production,  with  the  combined  spring  and 
fall  pig  crops  expected  to  run  6%  below  last  year,  and  the  smallest  since  1940. 


FAMINE  ABROAD 


As  Americans  look  forward  to  a  year  of  better  eating  than  before  the  war, 
this  is  how  it  is  with  famine  sufferers  abroad: 

Greece  is  on  1,500  calories  a  day,  with  733  of  that  from  local  sources  and 
the  rest  from  UNRRA. .  „ .Czechoslovakia  is  on  1,800  calories,  with  about  90%> 

of  the  population  on  strict  rationing  In  Italy,  10  teams  of  UNRRA  medical 

workers  studying  school-age  children  found  90%  of  the  children  under-  developed 
12-year-olds  the  size  of  8-year-olds. . .and  14-year-olds  the  size  of  11-year-old; 
by  prewar  standards. . .Deaths  of  children  from  T.B.  have  increased  66%  in  the 

last  year  In  Britain,  the  new  Food  Minister,  John  Strachey,  said  June  16 

that  it  is  "highly  probable"  that  Britain  will  ration  oread.    He  added  that 

"We  as  a  nation  are  only  eating  about  7%  less  food  than  we  did  before  the  war... 

but  there  is  a  limit  to  what  Britain  can  do  to  help  starving  peoples." 

PEACHES  APLENTY 

The  second  largest  peach  crop  on  record  is  coming  up  or  a  crop  only  Vfo 

smaller  than  the  record  '45  crop. .. .We'll  have  lots  of  southern  peaches, 
especially  during  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  in  the  Midwestern  and  Northern 
States  there  should  be  liberal  supplies  again  all  during  August  and  especially 
in  late  August  and  early  September. 

In  areas  where  home-grown  supplies  are  expected  to  be  abundant  later  in 
the  season,  USDA  suggests  stressing  fresh  table  use  of  the  early  shipped-in 
peaches,  with  canning  later. 

See  Enclosure. 

FITZGERALD  ON  NEW  FOOD  COUNCIL 

As  we  go  to  press,  we  get  word  from  a  meeting  of  the  new  International 
Emergency  Food  Council  in  session  down  the  street  in  the  Social  Security  Board 
that  USDA's  D.  A.  Fitzgerald  is  the  Secretary-General  of  the  new  organization. 
Fitzgerald  came  to  USDA  in  1935  from  Brookings  Institution  in  Washington,  D.C. 
.....In  addition  to  his  research  in  agricultural  economics,  he  headed  USDA's 
Food  Requirements  and  Allocations  of f ice . . .  .More  recently,  he  accompanied 
former  President  Hoover  on  his  world  food  mission. 

This  new  council  has  a  membership  of  19  nations.  Russia  did  not  accept 
the  invitation  to  become  a  member.... As  you  recall,  the  council  replaces  the 
old  Combined  Food  Board  composed  of  U.S.,  Canada,  and  Britain,  which  managed 
Allied  food  affairs  during  the  war.  Formation  of  this  council  is  one  of  the 
first  major  concrete  developments  to  come  out  of  the  FA0  meeting  here  in 
Washington  the  latter  part  of  May. 
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"SLEEPING  SICKNESS"  COMING  IIP 

The  ssason  is  at  hand  for  "sleeping  sickness"  in  horses  or  as  the 

scientists  insist,  encephalomyelitis „    Peak  months  are  June,  July,  August, 
SEPTEMBER,  and  October, 

A  USDA  report  out  this  week  shows  a  lull  in  "sleeping  sickness"  last  year — 
— only  3,212  cases  or  a  sixth  as  many  as  in  f44....the  lightest  attack  in  11 
years.    But  a  considerable  increase  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States. 

The  scientists  recommend  vaccination  a  month  ahead  of  the  outbreak.  Of 
the  700,000  animals  vaccinated  last  year,  four-fifths  were  not  vaccinated 
until  after  the  disease  reached  epidemic  proportions. 

One  tip         The  Eastern  type  of  the  disease  (which  kills  in  80  to  90$  of 

cases)  is  reported  as  far  West  as  Texas  and  Missouri. .. .The  Western  type  (only 
20  to  30$  fatal)  is  as  far  east  as  Alabama. .. .The  two  types  require  different 
vaccines  so  it's  important  for  the  veterinarian  to  have  a  laboratory 
identify  the  virus  so  he'll  be  sure  he's  treating  the  right  form. 

"DOG  DAYS"  PRECAUTIONS 

The  scientists  still  frown  upon  the  term  "dog  days"  because  they  say 
rabies  is  a  year-round  problem.    But  they  do  agree  that  rabies  may  be  worse 

in  the  summer  months  because  dogs  are  running  about  more  and  they  do  think 

it  a  good  time  to  emphasize  precautions. 

With  the  improvement  in  vaccines  in  recent  years,  livestock  sanitary 
authorities  last  year  put  their  stamp  of  approval  on  vaccination.  They 

emphasize,  however,  that  vaccines  do  not  give  full  control  that  other 

control  measures  are  still  important — especially  rounding  up  stray  dogs. 

Incidentally,  a  USDA  report  just  out  shows  9,963  cases  last  year  

with  8,505  in  dogs,  cattle  487,  horses  46,  sheep  11,  swine  30,  cats  466,  goats 
10,  man  35,  miscellaneous  373.    With  the  exception  of  Kans.,  Okla.,  Ariz., 
Calif.,  infection  was  extremely  light  from  the  Plains  westward  with  7  or  8 
States  reporting  no  cases. 

POULTRYMEN  ADJUST  TO  TEED  SITUATION 

From  present  indications,  the  poultry  industry  is  making  encouraging 
progress  in  adjusting  to  the  feed  situation. 

USDA's  June  17  hatchery  report  reveals  the  smallest  May  commercial  hatch 

since  1940  73$  fewer  eggs  in  incubators  on  June  1  than  a  year  earlier.... 

83$  fewer  advanced  bookings  on  that  date  In  addition  to  evidence  of 

tailoring  flocks  to  available  feed  supplies,  those  figures  (along  with  previous 
reports)  reflect  that  poultrymen  got  their  replacement  stock  early. .. .which 
means  early  egg  production  in  the  fall  and  saving  of  feed  over  that  'required 

for  maturing  late  chicks  Meanwhile,  USDA  reports  that  during  May  alone, 

poultrymen  culled  28  million  non-productive  and  low-producing  birds.  And 
prospects  look  good  for  culling-  enough  more  in  June  to  meet  the  culling  goal 
of  55  million-^-sompared  with  40  million  culled  during  same  2  months  last 
year.  ,  : 


INSURANCE  COMPANY  WARNS  ON  LAND  VALUES 


Commercial  lending  concerns  often  .are  rather  slow  to  take  note  of  warnings 
about  farm  real  estate  values.     It  is  all  the  more  significant,  then  that  one 

of  the  largest  concerns  in  the  business  The  Equitable  Society  Earm  Loan 

Service  has  this  to  say  in  its  Earm  Loan  News  about  BAE's  recent  report  on 

farm  real  estate  trends: 

"The  handwriting  on  the  wall  spelling  out  a  potential  'boom  and  bust' 
in  land  prices  is  now  so  clear  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  more 
farm  buyers,  borrowers  and  lenders  do  not  take  the  message  to  heart. 
We  fear  many  of  them  may  wait  too  long  to  read  it  and  then  weep." 

For  rather  comprehensive  comments  on  the  last  BAE  report,  see  Page  3  of 
our  April  5  letter. 

SPECIAL  WEATHER  SERVICES 

This  is  a  bit  of  background  for  your  information  at  such  time  as  a 
special  operational  weather  forecast  for  your  locality  may  come  your  Way. 

For  some  years,  several  States  e.g.,  California  and  New  York  have  had 

special  services  tying  special  weather  forecast  information  in  with  frost 
warnings ,  rains  in  connection  with  haying,  fruit  spraying,  etc.  Weather 
Bureau  is  now  going  all  out  to  make  its  facilities  available  country -wide  for 
similar  services  where  needed.     Inasmuch  as  such  a  service  requires  cooperation 
from  the  State  agricultural  technicians  in  setting  time  when  dope  is  required 
for  certain  operations  ,USDA  is  calling  the  opportunities  for  such  services 
to  the  attention  of  the  State  people. 

The  Corn  Belt  and  Plains  States  are  among  areas  that  tend  to  be  blank 
spots  on  the  map  for  such  operational  services.    At  the  same  time,  farmers 
don't  need  the  same  kind  of  special  service  on,  say,  corn  and  wheat  as  they 
do  in  connection  with  spraying  and  dusting  fruit  and  vegetables.     So  the  aim 
is  to  look  the  situation  over  carefully  to  see  where  such  special  services 
actually  will  do  good  but  NOT  to  promote  them  at  random. 

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

From  our  Extension  Service's  Information  Calendar,  we  pick  up  this  brief 
calendar  of  forthcoming  events: 

July  10-12  Meeting  of  Agrl.  County  Agents'  Asso.,  Washington,  D.C. 

July  15-27- — Food  Preservation  Week 
July  21-27  National  Farm  Safety  Week 

Aug.  26-30  American  Institute  of  Cooperation,  Purdue  University, 

Lafayette,  Ind. 

Sept.  3-9  United  Nations  Week,  sponsored  by  American  Association  of 

United  Nations. 

Sept.  18-20 — Annual  meeting  American  .Associat ion  of  Agrl.  College 
Editors,  Auburn,  Ala. 

Oct.  6-12  National  Fire  Prevention  Week. 

Oct.  7-12  National  Outlook  Conference,  Washington,  D.C. 

Nov.  2-10  National  4-H  Achievement  Week. 
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AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH 
Release :    June  25 
Fertilizer  Needs  Increasing 

USDA's  R.  M.  Salter*  is  outlining  to  the  American  Food  Council  at  Hot 
Springs,  Va. ,  next  week  (June  25)  a  story  of  sharply- increased  plant  food  needs 
at  hand,  or  in  the  offing,  for  various  regions.     It  may  suggest  features  some 
of  you  may  develop  with  your  State  Experiment  Station  people. 

The  increased  needs  follow  4  general  lines:    Higher  Crop  Yields.  Hybrid 

corn  added  750  million  bushels  a  year  to  the  Nation's  corn  crop  and  with  it 

the  need  for  the  equivalent  of  about  5  million  tons  of  12-4-8  fertilizer.  (Not 
all  in  the  form  of  commercial  fertilizer,  of  course.)  New  disease- 
resistant  oat  varieties  already  boosting  fertilizer  demands  in  Mid -West . 
Further  increase  expected  with  spread  of  new  varieties  such  as  Clinton  that 
stand  ud  well  under  nitrogen  feeding.    Recently,  Midwestern  agronomists  urged 
fertilizer  industry  to  put  out  a  10-20-0  mixture  for  oats  in  western  corn 'belt 

 In  N.C.  ,  corn  averages  about  22  bushels  to  the  acre.... but  year  before 

last  (in  11  experiments)  hybrids  fertilized  liberally  averaged  72  bushels,  ran 
as  high  as  107. 

Soil  Depletion  Great  Plains .    Past  research  revealed  little  response  to 

fertilizer,  sometimes  even  injury..    But  chemical  studies  show  steady  drop  in 
fertility  ( especially  .nitrogen)  on  wheat  land.     In  time,  fertilizer  may  super-  ' ". 
sede  water  as  the  important  limiting  factor  in  Plains  farming. ..  .Already , 
nitrogen  profitably  used  on  some  Plains  grasses ;  possibility  that  nitrogen- 
fertilized-grass  for  forage  eventually  may  compete  with  wheat  on  nitrogen- 
depleted  soils  "may  not  be  too  fantastic." 

Irrigated  Areas.    Plans  to  irrigate  new  land  in  the  C olumb ia ,  lower 
Colorado  and  Missouri  River  basins  bring  the  possibility  of  another  10  million 
acres  of  intensively  cropped  land.    Past  experience  indicates  that  this  land 
will  require  liberal  fertilization  if  not  immediately,  after  10  to  15  years. 

Minor  Elements.    Growing  recognition  of  importance  of  minor  elements — and 

narrowing  down  of  what  crops,  in  what  localities,  need  them  is  focusing 

attention  on  including  minor  elements  in  mixed  fertilizer ... .Examples  of  needs 
already  determined:    boron  on  alfalfa  in  South  and  East ,  and  certain  vegetables 

on  East  coast,  and  sugar  beets  some  places.  copper  and  manganese  on  crops 

in  Florida  Everglades. . . .zinc  on  pecan  trees. 

Newcastle  Disease  Recommendations 

Some  weeks  ago,  USDA'put  out  story  on  Newcastle  (respiratory  and  nervous) 
disease  of  chickens. .. .first  discovered  in  California  10  years'  ago .now 

definitely  identified  in  N.J. ,  Conn.,  Del.,  Mass.,  N.Y. ,  R.I  suspected  in 

other  States ... .Mortality  rate  in  U.S.  so  far  is  low  but  sometimes  50  to  100$ 
in  foreign  countries. 

Committee  headed  by  Dr.  T.C.  Byerly  of  USDArs  Animal  Industry,  to  meet  in 
St,  Louis  July  20-22  to  consider  recommendations  on  research  and  control. 

Research  Achievement  Sheet  No.  60,  "Research  Saves  Valuable  Shade  Trees'-'  

tells  of  research  (costing  $36,000)  in  developing  control  for  disease  that 
threatened  plane  trees  (sycamores)  worth  $1,500, 000. .. in  Eastern  seaboard  cities. 

*Chief ,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  &  Agricultural  Engineering,  Agricultural 
Research  Administration. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

Gap en  New  Radio  Chief 


Our  how  chief  of  the  Radio  Service,  Ken  (Kenneth  G.)  Gapcn3  will  arrive 
from  San  Francisco  next  week  to  get  ready  to  take  over  the  helm  when  John 
Baker  releases  it  July  12. 

Ken  comes  in  from  the  Western  office  of  USDA  Radio  Service  where  he  has 
been  for  the  past  nearly  6  years.     During  that  time,  Ken  handled  USDA's  end 
of  NBC's  Western  Farm  and  Home  Hour.    With  the  discontinuance  of  Western  Farm 
and  Home  nearly  2  years  ago5  Ken  continued  as  radio  adviser  and  program 
director,  which  has  included  contacts  with  State  radio  people  in  the  western 
part  of  the  country,  holding  radio  training  schools  for  Extension  agents,  etc. 

 To  pick  up  the  earlier  threads  of  his  career,  Ken  was  born  at  Danville, 

111. . . . ^graduated  from  Kansas  State  College  in  1930  with  a  B.S.  in  agriculture 
.....got  his  M.S.  in  agricultural  journalism  at  University  of  Wisconsin  in 
1932,... from  1930  to  '35  was  with  Wisconsin  agricultural  extension  service  as 
asst.  instructor  in  charge  of  agricultural  broadcasting,  teaching  radio 
writing  and  agricultural  journalism. 

In  *35,  Ken  came  with  USDA  spent  a  couple  of  years  writing  Earm  Flashes 

 then  about  3  years  as  regional  radio  man  for  SCS  at  Albuquerque,  New 

Mexico ....  and  from  that  to  the  Radio  Service  77est  Coast  job. 

Ken  is  married  has  two  children. 

For  those  of  you  who  came  in  late,  we  might  repeat  that  John  Baker  is 
going  with  the  National  County  Agent  Syndicate,  a  new  concern  starting  "Your 
Farm  Neighbor  Program"  a  farm  script  service  for  radio  stations. 


BAE  SITUATION  REPORTS 

Farm  Income  Report  (May) 

For  first  6  months  of  f46,  farmers'  cash  receipts  from  marketings  are 
expected  to  equal  or  exceed  the  $8,710,000,000  for  the  first  half  of  '45.  They 
got  off  to  slow  start  the  first  quarter,  but  the  second  quarter  receipts  are 
offsetting  the  first  quarter  First -half  totals  for  both  crops  and  live- 
stock expected  to  be  close  to  last  year's  levels  Relatively  heavy  marketings 

of  meat  animals  in  recent  months,  especially  of  hogs  have  kept  total  receipts 
from  livestock  and  products  at  the  1945  level.... For  crops,  increased  receipts 
from  grain  marketings  in  the  second  quarter  have  brought  total  receipts  up  near 
last  year's  level  (Report  released  June  23) 

Marketing  and  Transportation  Report  ( June ) 


In  1939,  livestock  producers  got  ole'  out  of  every  dollar  consumers  paid 
for  meat.    The  combined  margin  for  wholesaling  and  retailing  was  about  30$  of 
the  retail  value.     The  packers'  margin  was  about  15$,  and  the  cost  of  marketing 
about  4$. .. .Payment  for  slaries  and  wages  for  marketing  and  processing  live- 
stock and  meat  equalled  26$,  or  more  than  one-half  of  all  marketing  and 

processing  costs  Cost  of  transportat ing  livestock  and  meat  was  a  little 

more  than  5%,  and  all  other  expenses,  including  profits,  a  little  more  than 
17%.     (Report  released  June  24) 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS 

"Instructions  on  Processing  for  Community  Frozen-Pood  Locker  Plants"  tells 

what  to  freeze~and  how  to  prepare  it  is  directed  at  supervisors' of  plants 

where  patrons  and  volunteer  groups  prepare  and  package  the.  produce  at  the 
plant.     50  pages.   (Misc..  Pud.  588) 

"Harvesting  the  Play  Crop"  is  3AE  report  on  harvesting  methods  based  on 

questionnaire  to  crop  correspondents ... .Highlights :    About  22$  of  crop  hauled 
at  haying  time  with  buck  rakes  drawn- by  teams  or  mechanical  power ;.. .Chopped 
hay  saves  50$  on  storage  space,  and  with  blowers  can  be  stored  more  uniformly 

and  with  less  labor  than  baled  or  loose  but  chopped  hay  still  of  small 

importance .. .About  -g  of  1$  of  hay  crops  used  for  grass  silage .States 
reporting  (excluding  most  Southern  and  Appalachian  States)  indicated  125,000 
tons  cured  on  farms  by  barn-curing  methods.  (F..M.  57) 

"Food  Consumption  Levels  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  the  United  Kingdom" 
-• — -is  the  report  of  a  special  joint  committee  set  up  by  Combined  Pood  Board.... 
reviews  changes  between  1944  and  '45  and  compares  civilian  supplies  in  these 
years  with  supplies  available  to  civilians  before  and  curing  war. 

"Typical  Family -Operated  Farms,  1950-45"  is  in  two  parts:     (I)  Adjustments  3 

Costs,  and  Returns,  and  (2)  An  Historical  Look  to  the  Future  These  studies 

give  picture  of  efficiency  of  farms  of  different  sizes, are  intended  to 
furnish  background  for  testing  the  effect  of  proposed  programs  ar.o  adjustments 
on  the  income  and  welfare  of  farm-operator  families,   (F,M.  ;s  55  and  55) 

USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS  " 

U.S.  Exports  of  Grain  and  Grain  Products  First  10  Days  of  June  15,  672,000 
Bushels — Compared  with  4,480,000  bushels  first  10  days  of  Hay.  (6/17/46) 

Third  Quarter  Allocat ion  Dried  Peas  and  Beans  includes  500,000  bags  dry  peas 

for  Army  civilian  feeding  abroad,  200,000  bags  for  UNRRA,  78,400  for  U.K.  and 
British  Services  Overseas,  78,400  for  France,  340,100  for  other  export ... .U.S. 
civilians  get  200,000  bags  compared  with  300.000  corresponding  quarter  last 
year.    No  exports  of  dry  beans.  (5/17/46) 

USDA  Sets  July  15-22  as  Home  Canning  Week  as  beginning  of  intensive  food 

preservation  efforts  through  summer  and  fall  months.  (6/17/46) 

Meat  Product  ion  Under  Federal  Inspection  We  ek  Ended  June  15 — totaled  14$ 
below  previous  week  and  38$  below  corresponding  week  last  year <. ,<  .Comparisons 
with  previous  xveek:    Cattle  16$  loxver., ..  .Calves  17$  lower ,  „ ,  .Sheep  and  lambs 
6$  higher  Hogs  16$  lower.  (6/18/46) 

USDA  to  Buy  2_  Million  Bushels  Barley  From  Malsters  and  Merchants  to  Sell  as 
Feed  at  ceiling  prices. .. .will  be  allocated  to  feed-short  areas.  (6/19/46) 

Protein  Meal  Set -Aside  Continued  at  10$  for  use  in  States  short  of  their 

equitable  share  of  meal.     Shipments  to  date  to  41  States.  (6/17/46) 

U.S.  Farm  Mortgage  Debt  Lowest  Since  1915  but  evidence  it  may  be  nearing 

bottom  of  downswing. . . .On  January  1,  was  §5,081,000,000  less  than  half  peak 

total  of  1923. . .Private  lenders  held  nearly  70$  of  total  on  January  1  compared 
with  57$  on  January  1,  1940.  (6/18/46) 


-  8  - 


USDA  PRESS  BRIEFS  - 

Potato  Shipments  from  Early  States  for  2_  Weeks  Ended  Juno  j3  totaled  19 ,675 

Cars  compared  with  11,046  for  same  period  last  year.    USDA  urges  use-  of 

potatoes  in  place  of  scarce  cereals.  (6/17/46) 

USDA  and _ OF A  Designate  Or owe r  Prices  for  Deciduous  Fruits  for  Processing  

(except  drying)  at  same  level  as  last  year  except  for  red  sour  cherries,  plums, 

apples,  (6/18/46) 

More  Boll  Weevils  in  Cotton  Fields  First  Week  in  Juno  Than  Similar  Period  

in  many  years.. ...Serious  threat  to  crop  in  many  localities  unless  weather 
soon  turns  hot  and  dry  or  weevil  checked  by  insecticides.  (6/17/46) 

Unknown  Food  Factor  (Nutrient  X)  Improves  Palatability  of  Foods  according 

to  research  of  USDA  dairy  scientists. .. .Seems  to  have  properties  of  vitamin. 
(6/17/46) 

4-H  Delegates  at  National  Camp  Propose  Pledging  Loyalty  to  World  as  Well  as 
Country  Iowa  already  has  made  this  change  in  pledge.   ( 67ls/46 J 

Dr.  0_.  C_,  Stine  New  Assistant  Chief  of  BAE  began  Civil  Service  career  in  1916, 

operates  dairy  farm  in  West  Virginia.  (6/17/46) 

Poultry  Improvement  Officials  to  Meet  in  St ♦  Louis  Week  of  July  SO  to 

discuss  proposed  changes  in  National  chicken  and  turkey  improvement  programs. 
(6/17/46) 

#  #  # 


Enclosure:    Fact  Sheet  on  Peaches 
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From  the:  " 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


June  27,  1946 


RADIO  SERVICE 

John  Baker,  Chief 


To  RFD's: 


I  knew  it's  a  nuisance,  but 


You  remember  that  about  a  month  ago,  we  queried  you  on  the  Department 
materials  that  you  would  like  to  continue  to  receive  during  the  coming 
year.      As  we  explained  then,  we  are  bound  by  law  to  drop  those  not 
specifically  requesting  such  materials. 


So  far  v/e  have  not  received  back  the  check-list  we  sent  you.      Or,  at 
least  we  don't  have  a  record  of  it*      The  worst  of  it  is  that  the  list  of 
those  not  yet  replying  includes  so.ne  of  our  oldest  and  best  "subscribers"  — 
RFD's  whom  we  know  from  our  contacts  with  them  are  using  the  material  they 
get.      Vie  certainly  don't  want  to  drop  them.        Yet,  you  can  visualize  our 
embarrassment  at  such  time  as  we  may  be  asked  to  produce  our  mailing  lists 
if  we  don't  have  the  requests  to  back  them  up. 


It  would  help  us  mightily  if  you  would  take  a  few  moments  to  check  off 
the  publications  on  the  enclosed  check-list  that  you  would  like  to  receive. 


While  you're  at  it,  it  would  be  helpful  to  us  if  you  would  take  an 
additional  moment  or  so  to  bring  us  up  to  date  on  your  set-up  and  operation 
on  your  farm  program.      The  enclosed  one-page  questionnaire  covers  that 
point. 


"'any  thanks  for  your  cooperation, 


Cordially, 


/  /Chief  of  Radio  Service 


Enclosures 


CHECK  LIST  OF  USDA  MATERIAL 
(Check  Items  You  Wish  To  Receive 


1.    Department  Press  Releases  pertaining  to  your  area  [ 
(these  mimeographed  releases  will  reach  you 

after  the  main  stories  have  been  recovered  by  the  wire  services, 
but  some  RFD's  like  them  for  reference) 


2.  Daily  Summary  of  Press  Releases 

3.  Agricultural  Situation  j 

4.  Foreign  Agriculture 

5.  Monthly  List  of  New  Publications 

6.  Crops  and  Markets    I  [ 

7.  Marketing  Activities       !  » 


8.    Periodical  Commodity  Reports  (check  the  commodities  in  vihich  you  are 
interested) 


Fats  and  Oils 
Cotton 

Livestock  and  Wool 


Vegetable 

Whe at  ; 
Feed 


Poultry  and  Eggs  / 


Dairy  j" 


National  Food 


i  i 


Demand  and  Price   j  i 


I  \ 

I  L 


Farm  Income 


Fruit 

9.    Consumers 1  Guide  f 


Marketing  and  Transportation 


10.    Clip  Sheet  j 


11.  Research  Achievement  Sheets  ; 

12.  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets       ;.  r 


STATION  CALL  LETTERS ) 


13.  Agriculture  in  the  Americas   t  f 

14.  News  for  Farmer  Cooperatives  — 


(DATS) 


QUESTIONNAIRE  ON  FARM  RADIO  PROGRAM 


Station  Call  Letters    Name  of  RED  

Name  of  Program  

How  often  on  air.    Daily    ....  6  days  a  week  .   .  .  M   T   ¥    TH  F  S 

Broadcast  period  (e.g.  7-7:15  a.m.)   

Approximate  proportion  of  :  Music  

Agrl.  Subject  Matter   

Type  and  source  of  subject  matter: 

TYPE 

i  Regu-  j  Frequent- 1  Occas-  I 
j  larly    ly  j  ionallyj 

'            i                  j  i 
News  wire  copy  j  '  ■ 

i  i 

Market  news  1  SOURCE 

i  '  1  f   


Weather  i 

ftlSDA  I USDA 

State:  Other? 

Wash. 

Field 

Ext.  i 

 1 

Guest  speakers 

 1  

I 

1  1  ; 

1  > 

Manuscript  service 

 1 — i  

i 

I            ;  i 

Transcriptions  , 

|  i 

1 

1  1 — 1  

 ! — ! — ! 

i     i    i  I 

i 
i 

Field  pick-ups 

i 

i 

Field  recordings  [ 

i 

!  - 

i 

Program  Status 

Sustaining 


Participat ing 


Sponsored 


Program  Director's  Status 

Devotes  full  time   ,  half  time    one -third    to 

farm  program 

If  more  than  one  person  on  program  end  (not  engineers,  advertising,  etc.) 
give  number,  and  time  devoted  to  program  _. 


